


Fibre Channel x Ethernet

2x2

2x4

2x6

· Ethernet with LOM

· Fibre Channel with 
Emulex CFFv Expansion Card

· Ethernet with LOM

· Fibre Channel and Ethernet 
on same I/O Card (CFFh)

· Ethernet with LOM

· Ethernet with 
IBM CFFh Expansion Card

· Fibre Channel with 
Emulex CFFv Expansion Card

Expansion Cards Used Suggested Purpose
Small VMware 
and Limited 
Applications

Medium 
Applications with No 
Future Growth Plans

(Current or Future) 
Large VMware, 
Large Applications 
or Heavy 
Network I/O



Ethernet 0

 
Ethernet 1

Ethernet 2

 
Ethernet 3

 
Ethernet 4

 
Ethernet 5

 
Fibre Channel 0

 
 
Fibre Channel 1

Interface Location Service
Gigabit Ethernet, onboard

 
Gigabit Ethernet, onboard

IBM Ethernet Expansion 
Card (CFFh)

IBM Ethernet Expansion 
Card (CFFh)

IBM Ethernet Expansion 
Card (CFFh)

IBM Ethernet Expansion 
Card (CFFh)

Emulex Fibre Channel 
Expansion Card (CFFv)

 
Emulex Fibre Channel 
Expansion Card (CFFv)

Service 
Console

VMkernel

Virtual 
Machines

Virtual 
Machines

Virtual 
Machines

Virtual 
Machines

Datastore 
(VMFS/RDM 
on SAN)

Datastore 
(VMFS/RDM 
on SAN)

FC HBA

FC HBA

NIC 5

NIC 2

NIC 1
NIC 0

VM VM VM

FC
multipathing

v SwitchService console

ESX Server SAN Boot or local disks

VMware ESX services and virtual functions
Physical
adapters on
blade server

VM kernel

Guest systems

v Switch

v Switch
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Ethernet

Ethernet

FCBridge

LOM

LOM





http://www.vmware.com/pdf/vi3_35/esx_3/r35u2/
vi3_35_25_u2_3_server_config.pdf

http://www-01.ibm.com/common/ssi/rep_ca/1/897/
ENUS108-601/ENUS108-601.PDF

http://www-03.ibm.com/servers/storage/support/config/
hba/index.wss

http://www-03.ibm.com/servers/eserver/xseries/library/
config.tools.html

http://www.emulex.com/ibm/index.jsp


